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How many steps are in the 
planning process

A. 20
B. 10
C. 9
D. 5

20 10 9 5
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1. Identify Problems
2. Determine Objectives
3. Inventory Resources
4. Analyze Resources
5. Formulate Alternatives
6. Evaluate Alternatives
7. Make Decisions
8. Implement Plan 
9. Evaluate Plan

Conservation Planning Process
Nine Steps of Conservation Planning:



Guiding Principles of the 
Planning Process

 Voluntary

 Client/decision maker is 
the focal point

 Takes place in the field 
with the client

 Sees the “Big Picture”

 Site specific

 Progressive planning

 Comprehensive

 Utilizes partners

 Adaptive management



Planning Process Resources

National Planning Procedures Handbook 
(NPPH)







How many resources are 
addressed by an RMS 

A. 6
B. 10
C. 1
D. 30

6 10 1 30
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Conservation Planning Process
• Six Resources that are addressed 

by a Resource Management System:
– Soil
– Water
– Air
– Plants
– Animals
– Energy
+ Humans 



Conservation Planning Process

Working Toward an 
RMS 
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Required Resource Concerns addressed 
through a CNMP

1. Water Quality
nutrients, organics, and sediments in surface and groundwater

2. Soil Erosion
sheet and rill, wind, ephemeral gully, classic gully, and irrigation-induced 
natural resource concerns on the production area and land treatment 
area

3. Air Quality  (mitigates, if feasible, any excessive 
air emissions and/or negative impacts to air 
quality resulting from practice in the CNMP or 
from existing on-farm areas/activities. 



• Planning Criteria for Soil Erosion

Conservation Planning Process

Resource
Concern

Description
of 

Concern

Land Use Component Screening

Soil 
Erosion –
Sheet, rill, 
& wind

Detachment and 
transportation of 
soil particles 
caused by 
rainfall 
runoff/splash, 
irrigation runoff 
or wind that 
degrades soil 
quality.

Crop
Developed Land
Farmsteads
Associated Ag 
Land
Designated 
Protected Area
Other Rural 
Land
Pasture

Sheet & Rill Permanent ground cover > 
90% and slope < 10%

Wind



What are the two assessment 
tools for Soil Erosion

A. Win-PST and 
SVAP

B. RUSLE2 and 
WEPS

C. TA and FA
D. CNMP and NMP
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• Planning Criteria for Soil Erosion

Conservation Planning Process

Assessment Level Assessment Tools

Water erosion rate < T

Wind erosion rate < T

RUSLE2

WEPS



• Planning Criteria for Water Quality
Conservation Planning Process

Resource
Concern

Description
of 

Concern

Land Use Component Screening

Water 
Quality 
Degradation 
– Excess 
Nutrients in 
Surface and 
Ground 
Water

Nutrients –
organic and 
inorganic – are 
transported to 
receiving 
waters through 
surface runoff 
and/or leaching 
into shallow 
ground waters 
in quantities 
that degrade 
water quality 
and limit use 
for intended 
purposes

Crop Excess 
nutrients in 
surface water

Excess 
nutrients in 
groundwater

Organic or inorganic nutrients are not 
applied
AND
PLU is not grazed

Pasture Excess 
nutrients in 
surface water

Excess 
nutrients in 
groundwater



• Planning Criteria for Water Quality
Conservation Planning Process

Land Use Component Assessment Level Assessment Tools

Crop Excess nutrients in surface 
water

Nutrients and amendment 
applications are based on soil or 
tissue tests and nutrient budgets 
for realistic yields
AND
Conservation practices and 
managements are in place to 
minimize surface water impacts

Client input/planner  
observation

Nutrient budget

Excess nutrients in 
groundwater

Nutrients and amendment 
applications are based on soil or 
tissue tests and nutrient budgets 
for realistic yields
AND
Conservation practices and 
managements are in place to 
minimize groundwater impacts

Pasture Excess nutrients in surface 
water

PCS – streambank/shoreline erosion 
element score > 4
AND
PCS – livestock concentration areas 
element score

PCS – Pasture Condition 
Score

Nutrient Budget
Excess nutrients in 
groundwater



Other Resource Concerns to Be  
Addressed through the CNMP

• Auxiliary Resource Treatment that is essential 
for appropriate implementation of the Nutrient 
Management element.

• Examples:
• Prescribed Grazing 
• Irrigation Water Management



All Planning and Application 
Must Meet the Technical 

Standards and Specifications of 
the Field Office Technical Guide 

(FOTG)





Technical Guides

• National Conservation Practice Standards  
and Guidance

• State Technical Guides

• Variances to National Conservation Practice 
Standards and Guides

• Interim Conservation Practice Standards



In the 1890's, what type of cheese did a California 
man named David Jacks introduce?

A. Monterey Jack
B. Sierra Jack
C. American Jack
D. Swiss Jack
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Conservation Planning Process

NRCS - East National Technology Support Center

Questions?
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